Genetics, pathoanatomy and prenatal diagnosis of Potter I syndrome and other urogenital tract diseases.
We report on 12 early prenatal diagnoses of "Potter syndrome" and other severe fetal kidney diseases by ultrasonic observations of persistent oligohydramnios and absence of kidney function; seven pregnancies were terminated. These cases are discussed together with others observed in a total of 23 families. Special attention is given to the difficulty of classifying the various kidney diseases pathoanatomically, and also of determining the recurrence risk in the affected families. For genetic counselling, the possibility of early prenatal diagnosis is a practical solution to this problem. Routine ultrasound supervision of pregnancies can already detect a first, sporadic case of the various kidney diseases.